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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MARTLET 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOP.  THE  YEAR  1947. 

Public  Health.  Department, 

36,  The  Tything, 

x'  Worcester. 


December,  1948. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hartley  Rural  District  Council, 


Gent lernen , 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  first  annual  report  upon 
the  health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1947.  The  report  is 
prepared  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  circular  170/47 
and  is  divided  into  the  following:  sections 


Section 

A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
area. 

Section 

•R 

J-' . 

General  Provision  of  Health  Service 
the  area. 

Section 

c. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area. 

Section 

D. 

Hous ing . 

Section 

E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Section 

F. 

Prevalence  of  and  control  over  Infe 
Disease . 

Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA . 

Area  (in  acres  )  ...  ...  ...  . , 0  ... 

Regis trar -General 1 s  estimate  of  resident 
population  mid  1947  . 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Looks 
31st  December,  1947  . 

Rateable  Value  . 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate. ,  . 


R2,333 

11,570 

3,297 

£38,793 

£151 


Mart  Icy  Rural  District  is  situated  in  West  Worcestershire 
and  is  predominantly  agricultural  in  character.  'There  is  little 
purely  residential  development,  only  the  Parishes  of  North  Hallow 
and  St,  John  County  falling  within  this  category;  these  Parishes 
act  as  dormitory  villages  to  Worcester. 

There  is  no  Parish  or  Market  Town  to  form  an  administrative 
centre  for  the  District  and  only  two  Parishes  have  a  population 
of  over  1,000  out  of  the  27  contained  in  the  District. 

Mixed  farming  is  carried  out  in  the  area  hut  a  large  amount 
of  fruit  and  hops  are  produced,  much  of  the  labour  for  the 
gathering  of  these  crops  being  imported  and,  in  the  case  of  hops 
especially,  housed  in  the  area  for  the  picking  season-  Market 
gardening  is  carried  out  in  the  Parishes  bordering  Worcester  and 
the  crops  usually  retailed  in  the  City. 


Two  small  agricultural  engineering  works  opera 
area,  one  of  which  is  now  making  a  hcp-picking  machine. 


to  in  the 


The  social  life  of  the  District  has  increased  considerablv 
since  the  last  War,  many  proposals  for  the  erection  of  Village 
Halls  having  been  put  forward  and  progress  made  towards  their 
erection  and  towards  the  provision  of  Parish  playing  fields. 
Social  activities  in  several  Parishes  now  include  visits  from 
mobile  Cinemas  but  whether  the  patronage  given  to  these  perform- 
is  due  to  a  desire  for  local  entertainment  or  to  the 

a  matter  for  conjecture. 


P  O. 


restriction  in  travelling  facilities  is 


The  health  of  your  District  continues  to  bo  very  good  and 

the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  in  the  attached 
tables. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Live  Births . 


Males.  Females,  Total. 


Legitimate  109  99 

Illegitimate  8  9 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population 
Birth  Rato  for  England  and  Wales 


Still  Births. 

•Legitimate  6  2 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births- • 


208 

17 

19.45 

20.50 


8 

34.34 


Deaths . 

From  all  causes  91  63  154 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  13.31 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  12.00 


2 


Deaths  from  Pi;  irporal  Cause; 3  . _ 

Puerperal  Sepsis.  Nil 

Oth  0  r  Puc  rp  o  ra  I  c  aus  c  s  .  Ni  l 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  uc  of  one  year . 


Male,  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Infantile  Mortality  Fate. 

All  .infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  31.11 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  33. £ 4 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


Infantile  Mortality  Rate  England  and  Wales 


41.00 


Causes  of  Death.. 


There  were  154  deaths  during  the 


by  the  Registrar  General 


classified  as  un do r 


Male 


I. .male . 


Wh  0  o p  i n  g  0  ou  gh 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Cancer  (all  forms  ) 

Diabetes 

Intracranial  Vascular  lesions 
Heart  Diseases 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 

Ulcer  of  s t  omach  o r  du 0 de  mm 
Diarrhoea  under  2  years 
Other  digestive  diseases 
Nephritis 
premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations,  Birth  injury 

and  Infantile  diseases 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accident 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


7 

30 

3 

■7 

( 

_L 

1 

1 

1 


to 

1 

p 

o 

1 

10 

21 


7 

j 

1 

1 

1 

“7 

3 

2 
1 

..1 

3 


Section  B, 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  t~~e  Area 


1  Staff . 


¥.  J.  Johnson,  M.R.C.S.,  L.H.C.P. , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part-time)  Resigned  31 .3.47 


Margaret  0.  Fell.  M .  B,  ,  Ch.B  u.x.i i., 

i nr  ^  j  j -1  .cj  .  f-  -  .  ?  l  '  .  -x  n  4-  -w  7  ^  1  '  * 


D8^  Tt*  T-v  ,  , 

.  r  .  n . ,  D  .  U 

Medical  Officer  of  KeaJth  (Part-time  )  Appointed  1.4.47. 


A.  L.  Pratt,  C.S.I.B.,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Officer  and  Building 


Sura eyor . 

Appointed  1.1.47 


W .  F .  Acres,  M . S . 1 . A . ,  A . R . San . 
Addition  a 1  S an i t  a r  v  Of f i c e  r . 


Appointed  1.4.47. 


L.  G.  Jones, 

Ho  us i n g  Su r v e  y  Assistant. 

Miss  E.  E.  Stone, 

Shorthand  Typist  and  Clerk. 

H.  G.  Dew, 

Assistant  Rodent  Officer. 


Resigned  September, 


Appointed  1 .2 .47. 


2 .  Laboratory  Facilities. 

These  are  provided  at  the  County  Council’s  laboratory  in 

■L  *J 

Worcester . 

3.  Clinics . 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  are  held  once  each  month  in  Hallow, 
Broadheath  and  Clift  on-on  -Terne  and  in  the  Great  Wit  ley  - 
Shrawley  district.  The  County  Council’s  ante-natal  clinic 
and  Infant  Welfare  Centre  is  held  weekly  at  the  Shirehall, 
Worcester.  Mothers  and  infants  from  the  Hartley  Rural 
District  attend  this  clinic. 


4.  Hospj tals . 


The  area  is  served  by  the  Worcester  Royal  infirmary  and  the 
Kidderminster  Infirmary  for  cases  of  accident  and  general 

v  •  Zj 

illness . 


Cases  of  Infectious  Di 
admitted  to  the  Forces 


sease  requiring  hospital  treatment  are 
ter  City  Isolation  Hospital  at  Howtown 


Treatment  for  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease  is 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 


Maternity  cases 
Maternity  homes 


can  bo  admitted  to  the  County  Council’s 
at  Stourport,  Stourbridge  and  Broms grove. 


5.  Pursing  in  the  Home. 


This  is  provided  by  the  Local  District 
There  are  seven  district  nurse  -mi dwive-s 


V:  :  r  s  i  n  g  Associa  t  ions 
working  in  the  area 


-  4  - 


6.  Ambulance  Facilities . 


Hartley  District  Ambulance  Scheme  continue!  to  meet 
needs  of  the  district  luring  the  y  ar  as  regards  cases 

general  illness.  Cases  of  Infectious 

to  hospital  in  ambulances  provided  by 
authorities. 


Th< 

the  lie  c as  oT  mat 
of  accident  an d 
Disease  are  conveyed 
the  Isolation  Hospital 


Section  C, 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

The  Annual  Report  of  Mr.  A.  L.  Pratt,  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Officer,  fully  reccr Is  the  work  of  his  department  and  gives 
details  about  such  matters  as  Water  Supply,  Sewerage  and  Drain- 
acre,  Public  Cleansing  and  Salvage. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  carry  out  t - o 
proposed  piped  water  and  sewerage  schemes  in  the  district  as 
soon  as  possible  and  that  the  Council  will  continue  to  press 
the  early  provision  o'r  these  nece  ssarv  i ac  ilit i ' s  . 


or 


Section  D. 

Housing , 

A  Survey  of  Rural  Housing  conditions  re.  comm  ended  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  accordance  wi oh  the  recommendations  of  the 
Hobhouse  Report  was  undertaken  in  the  Hartley  Rural  District  and 
completed  in  1947. 


A  report  on  the  results  of  this  survey  has  already  ,b< 


m 


presented  to  members  of  the  Council  and  I  'would  stress  the  urgency 
of  the  need  for  improving  the  housing  conditions  in  your  district. 

The  Survey  shows  that  as  many  as  4^3  houses,  or  2  Of  of  the 
working  class  houses  in  the  district,  are  placed  in  Category  5, 
i.e.,  "Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable 
expense" .  Of  these,  98  houses  ar.  considered  to  be  structurally 
dangerous  or  dangerous  to  health  and  require  the  urgent  re¬ 
housing  of  the  tenants. 


In  addition  to  those  houses  which 


- unfit  for  human 


1  O 


habitation  the  survey  shows  that  68o  houses  require  repair 


structural  alteration  and  a  furth: r  882  bous; 
which  should  be  remedied. 


have  minor  defects 


Complaints  are  frequently  being  received  about  insanitary 
or  overcrowded  houses  in  the  district.  These  complaints  cornc 
from  general  medical  practitioners,  district  nurses,  school 
teachers,  hospital  almoners  ana  others. 

A  detailed  account  of  the  housing  conditions  in  th:  district 
is  given  in  the  report  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Officer  which 
draws  attention  to  the  deplorable  conditions  under  which  some 
families  in  the  district  arc  living, 

I  wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  th .  Council  to  the  urgent 
necessity  for  r^ -housing  those  families,  whoee  health  or  per¬ 
sonal  safety  is  endangered. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  housing  work  carrie  i 

out  *  - 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  -  44 

(b)  By  other  persons  -  10 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses. 

(a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  -  334 

(b )  Number  of  inspections  made  -  657 

(c  )  Number  of  houses  inspected  and  recorded  -  195 

(d)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  for 

habitation  -  7& 

(e)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  not  fit  in  all 

respects  for  human  habitation  -  114 

Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  Formal  Notice . 

(a)  Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  L.  A. 
or  their  Officers  -  16 


(b )  Number  of  houses  where  urgent  repairs 
carried  out  by  informal  action 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers . 


-  49 


(a ) 

Under 

the  Housing 

Act  1936 

-  Nil 

(b) 

Un  de  r 

the  Public  H 

eel th  Acts 

1 

Sec  ti 

. » — 

on  S. 

Inspection 

an d  Sup ervision 

of  Food. 

This  work  has  been 

carried  ou 

-4-  '-i 

L  b  Uo 

usual  throu 

rh  out 

the 

year 

by  th  e 

Sanitary  Of 

floors  and 

full  ■ 

details  are 

given 

in 

Mr .Pratt1 s  report. 
Section  F. 


In f  e  c  t i ou  s  Disease 


A  table  showing  the  incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
broken  down  into  age  groups  is  shown  at'  the  end  of  thii 
report. 


The  total  number  of  persons  shown  on  the  register  to 
be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  at  the  end  of  1947  was  83. 
This  is  a  reduction  of  four  casco,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 


These  85  cases  are  made  up  as  follows 


Pulmonary 


Non -Pulmonary 


Males  Females . 


Males 


Females . 


14 


16 


A 

during 


table  showing  the  age  groups  of  now  cases  and  deaths 
1947  is  also  appended. 


A  large  number  of  cases 


of  measles  which  occurred  in  the 
district  during  the  year  formed  part  of  a  generalised  epidemic 
which  affected  the  whole  of  England  and  Wale'"  TT ^ + 
cases  were  of  a  mild  nature  and  no  death 


Most  of  the 
from  the  disease 


occurred  in 


4-  *V*  /■> 

Gil  o 


district 


Twenty- three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  wore  notified  during 
the  year  and  it  was  necessary  to  admit  fifteen  of  these  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  as  they  could  not  be  satisfactorily  isolated 
at  home. 


The  epidemic  o^  acute  poliomyelitis  which  was  prevalent 
throughout  the  country  during  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1947 
caused  some  anxiety  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  people 
coming  into  the  district  for  the  hop-picking  season. 


Special  precautions  wore  taken  in  the  hop  fields  to  avoid 
the  spread  of  infection  should  this  occur  and  the  HP  alth 
Department  haa  the  full  co-operation  of  the  hop  growers  in  the 
matter.  One  case  of  acute  poliomyelitis  occurred  amongst  the 

years  who  was  removed  to  the  Isolation 


of 


12 


hop-pickers,  a  boy 
Hospital  for  treatment. 


Four  other  cases  of  the  disease 
during  the  course  of  the  epidemic. 


occurred  in  the  district 


Immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 

111  children  completed  the-  course  of 
the  year. 


immun  i  s  a  t  i  0  n  du  ring 


My  thanks 
th  r  ou  eh 0  ut  th  c 


arc  due 
year. 


to 


UiT 


Pratt  for  his  help  and  co-operation 


X  am , 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

MARGARET  C.  FELL. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH.  . 


7 


(D 

CO 

cri 

a) 

to 

•H 

M 

CO 

0 

C) 

•rH 

P 

o 

a) 

<h 

t-i 

l  H 


pin 

£ 

o 

•rH 

P 

o 

CD 

CD 


CD 

H 

m 

o 

rj 
o 
D  • 
M 
PI 


Eh 


r- 

0'' 

rH 

bf 

Fi 

•rH 

Ft 

•■I 


k. 

f 

P 

•H 

rH 

0 

-p 

Ft 

o 


Ti 

Fl 

c>< 

to 

4) 

ro 

0 

O 

CD 


wk 

CO 

,a 

p 

0 

0 

Q 

ro 

0 

to 

0 

o 

t£ 

0 
lr  * 

1  4 

S 

O 

p^ 

1 

Fl 

O 

f*T» 

| - 1 

j 

~i 

i 

I 

i 

1 

{ 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

| 

i 

i 

i 

i 

< 

i 

iH 

i 

j 

1 

I 

| 

! 

i 

i 

•  - 1 
t 

H 

: 

••--I 

i 

i 

_ 

l 

i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

! 

I 

| 

• 

t 

1 

i 

! 

* 

S 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

; 

> 

I 

F-. 

0 

St 

o 

a 

1— i 
<2 

— 

PH 

fc^:  « 

r--» 

i 

i 

I 

| 

1 

l 

i 

j 

i 

i 

jH 

1  j 

CJ 

j 

OJ 

i 

j 

i 

LA  | 

5 

| 

i 

i 

1 

« 

| 

, 

J 

CH 

H 

IA 

!>> 

H 

0) 

ri 

o 

0 

Fi 

P^ 

1 

Fi 

o 

f— ^ 

p-h 

. 

i 

! 

1 

tcrt 

1 

i 

_  . 

- 

rH 

| 

rH 

| 

1 

P  i 

OJ 

’ 

: 

: 

K 

r* 

Ft 

CD 

b 

fi 

«H 

(2 

i 

i 

i 

: 

? 

i 

H 

CO 

i 

OJ 

H 

l 

VO 

i 

1 

j 

tr-l 

r  -4 

1 

! 

i 

i 

ir\ 

l 

t 

i 

i 

i 

OJ 

1 

; 

! aj 

i 

1 . 

i 

i 

1 

A- 

1 

Age 

Period 

o 

. 

rH 

:  la 

H 

j 

I 

! 

1 

i 

1  la 

1“ 

! 

i 

1 

j 

!  LH 

r 

i 

! 

i 

1 

j 

!  la 

1  la 

! 

! 

rn 
T 1 
Ft 

!  0 
LArd  P3 
VO  0  Pi 
0  0 

t 

! 

, 

TOTALS 

Ft 

• 

0 

Ft 

p 

<d 

CD 

p 

•H 

CO 

bP 

•rH 

0 

bD 

f r 

0 

PC 

CD 

•H 

CD 

P 

O 

0 

i — 1 

0 

2 

Q 

o 

Ft 

CD 

0 

— 

A 

Ft 

P> 

0 

Eh 

Ft 

P 

CD 

CD 

rc| 

■H 

P 

bn 

0 

a 

pj 

o 

Fl 

ft 

rP 

0 

o 

Ti 

Q 

0 

M 

1 — 1 

•H 

nrj 

Pt 

P 

a 

0 

o 

o 

Hi 


HARTLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICER  &  BUILDING  SURVEYOR . 

Public  Health  Department, 

3'c ,  The  Tything, 
Worcester , 

December,  1948. 


To  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Mart ley. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  first  Annual  Renort  on 
the  ao  rk  of  my  Department  in  the  San: tar y  Administration  of 
the  Rural  District  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1947. 


I  was  appointed  as  your  Sanitary  Officer  and  Building 
Surveyor  on  the  1st  January,  1947^  in  succession  to  Mr.  F.  D. 
Inskip  who  retired  on  superannuation  after  43  years  service 
with  the  Council.  Since  1903  there  has  boon  a  marked  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  district  and 
especially  in  the  living  accommodation  and  amenities  provided 
for  hop-pickers  and  this  has  been  due  largely  to  the  efforts  of 
Mr.  Inskip;  I  should  like  to  record  my  personal  thanks  to  him 
for  his  co-operation  and  encouragement  during  the  time  we 
worked  together. 

Difficult  conditions  luring  the  'year  under  review  have 
hindered  the  carrying  out  of  many  projects  for  improving  the 
sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  but  such  progress  as  was 
possible  vas  boon  male,  .specially  in  the  preliminary  stages  of 
housing  and  the  provision  of  public  services  throughout  the 
district.  It  is  difficult  at  times  to  suppress  a  feeling  of 
frustration  when, after  a  great  deal  of  preparation,  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  schemes  to  provide  public  services  is  deferred 
indefinitely  owing  to  their  cost;  this  is  so,  especially  when 
the  need  for  such  services  is  brought  to  ones  notice  as  a 
matter  of  daily  routine. 

Full  details  cf  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  the 
appended  report  and  I  should  like  to  caress  my  appreciation  of 
the  assistance  given  to  me  by  the  Staf  of  the  Council  voncrally 
and  the  consideration  which  I  have  received  from  tdc  Chairman 
and  Mcmb  rs  of  the  Council. 

I  am,  C- cut lem or, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A 


PRATT. 


CHILD  SANITARY  OFFICER  &  BUILDING 
-  1  -  SURVEYOR. 


I. 


TOWN  PLANNING  AND  BUILDING  BYELAWS. 


Many  applications  for  development  were  received  during 
the  year  and  submitted  to  the  County  Planning  Officer  for  his 
observations.  Visits  to  the  site  v;ero  made  in  every  case  and 
reports  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Where  approval  to  the  application  was  given  many  visits 
during  the  course  of  construction  were  carried  out  as  the 
strict  enforcement  of  tie  Building  Byelaws  has  been  rendered 
very  necessary  in  view  of  the  serious  shortage  of  materials 
and  the  need  for  good  workmanship  in  the  use  of  such  materials 
as  were  available. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  plans  considered  under 
the  Building  Byelaws  and  of  Interim  Development  applications 

Interim  Development. 

Plans  for  new  Change  of  use 
construction,  of  land  and 

buildings . 

Brought  Forward  from  194&  1  — 

Received  during  1947  94  13 


Total  applications  95  13  108 


Applications  approved 
Applications  approved  in  principle 


Temporary  Buildings 
Applications  postponed 
Applications  roferr  d  back 
Applications  refused 
Applications  outstanding 


3 
8 

5 

4 
19 

4 


li 


l 


l 


95  13  108 


Building  Byelaws. 


Brought  Forward  from  194&  1 

Received  during  1947  113 

Applications  approved  95 

Applic  at  ions  refused  19 


114 


II. 


HOUSING. 


A .  billing  LicenclgA* 

Tho  functions  delegated  to  local  authorities  by  the 
Ministry  o:r  Health  were  extended  during  the  year,  although 
the  authorisation  to  issue  Licences  for  new  houses  was 
cancelled  later,  and  this  entailed  a  large  amount  of  work 
as  can  be  seen  from  the  details  given  below.  In  a  largo 
proportion  of  the  cases  an  inspection  of  the  property  con¬ 
cerned  had  to  be  made  and  a  report  prepared  before  tho 
issuing  of  a  Building  Licence  (if  the  cost  was  below  £100) 
or  the  consideration  of  the  application  by  the  Licensing 
Committee  (if  the  cost  exceeded  £100)  and  in  many  cases 
subsequent  inspections  had  to  be  made  for  various  reasons. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  licences  issued 


N  urn  b  o  r  c  f  L  i  c  c  n  c  c  a  . 

Amount . 

New  Houses 

12 

£15,370 

Conversions  and  additional 
accommodat ion 

5 

l,9U 

House  repairs  (under  £100) 

3&S 

16,052 

House  Repairs  (over  £100) 

76 

23,444 

Other  repairs 

89 

6,089 

Maintenance  licences 

8 

1,870 

Total 

406 

£65,24/1. 

The  number  of  licences  refused 

were  :  - 

New  houses 

1 

£1,300 

Housing  repairs  (under  £100) 

2 

90 

Housing  repairs  (over  £100) 

1 

1,235 

Other  repairs 

O 

c. 

146 

6 

£2,771 

B .  Rural  Housing  Survey. 

The  field  work  of  this  survev  was  completed  on  the 
l6th  June  1947,  some  three  months  eM'ter  the  date  set  by  the 
Joint  County  Rural  Housing  Committee,  the  delay  having  been 
caused  by  the  floods  and  snow  experienced  during  the  early 
part  oL  the  year.  A  report  was  prepared  and  a a s  considered 
by  the  Committee  concerned  and  by  the  Council,  and  having 
been  approved,  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  and 
the  Joint  County  Commit  too. 
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It  is  not  proposed  to  incorporate  the  whole  of  the 
report  here  but  special  points  of  interest  are  being*  re- 
pro  iuced  together  with  some  observations  on  the  housing 
conditions  in  the  district  as  a  whole. 

The  con  lit  ion  of  all  the  houses  in  the  district  which 
were  surveyed  and  which  would,  before  the  last  War,  have 
been  classified  as  suitable  for  occupation  by  the  working- 
classes  may,  broadly  speaking,  be  assessed  as  follows  :- 

■  In  good  or  fairly  good  condition  -  50$ 

Requiring  extensive  repair  or 

structural  alteration  -  30$ 

Requiring  replacement  -  20$ 


Structure . 

Many  of  the  houses  are  timber -framed,  small,  low  and 
difficult  to  raise  to  the  required. standard  even  where  the 
main  structure  is  sound.  Many  more  of  the  houses  could  be 
improved  considerably  and  raised  to  a  reasonably  high 
standard  if  the  rents  could  be  related  to  the  cost  of  such 
improvcm  nts;  these  houses  would  assist  in  providing  the 
improved  housing  conditions  which  arc  needed-  to  entice 
workers  into  agriculture. 


Amcni tics. 


As  shown  in  the  detailed  report,  there  is  a  serious 
lack  of  the  most  necessary  amenities  and  the  following 


extract  from  the  Survey  Report  shows  the 
in  this  respect 

serious 

position 

Totals 

Percent  age 
of  houses 
inspected. 

Defective  Water  supply 

510 

22,0 

Structurally  defective  sanitary 
accommodation . 

o 

o 

urn 

21.6 

Vault  closets 

584 

25.6 

Absence  of  drainage  facilities 

2  78 

12.0 

Unsatisfactory  drainage  facilities 

435 

18.8 

Unsatisfactory  heating  facilities 

379 

16.4 

Unsatisfactory  cooking  facilities 

217 

9.4 

Unsatisfactory  food  storage 
facilities 

1012 

44.2 
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Special  cases. 


There  are  several  houses  in  which  had  overcrowding 
exists  or  where  the  structure  is  so  defective  as  to  be^ 

dangerous,  and  attempts  to  re-house  the  occupants  have 
not  been  successful.  The  present  policy  of  housing  the 
homeless,  providing  houses  for  people  living  in  loigings 
etc. i with  special  provision  for  agricultural  workers  is, 
no  doubt,  a  sound  one  but  a  percentage  of  the  new  houses 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  allocated  for  persons  whose 
health  or  personal  safety  is  endangered;  several  of  these 
cases  are  very  serious  and  are  causing,  grave  anxiety  to 
your  Medical  Officer  and  myself. 


Houses  occupied  under  Licence. 

These  houses,  which  were  condemned  before  the  War,  are 
occupied  under  a  Temporary  Licence  but  the  con  lit  ions  under 
which  the  occupants  live  are  very  bad.  The  condition  of 
the  houses  has  deteriorated  in  the  last  10  years  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  render  them  totally  unfit  for  habitation  and, 

naturally,  the  owners  will  not  carry  out  the  necessary  major 
repairs.  These  tenants  must  be  rc -housed-  very  soon  if 
their  health  is  to  be  safeguarded. 


Overcrowding. 


The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded 
to  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Housing  Act  I93e 
less  than  expected.  This  standard,  however,,  is 
factory  one -as  it  takes  into  consideration  living 
for  sleeping  purposes,  A  numb  a r  of  Parishes  wer 
igated  as  to  "actual"  or  "moral"  overcrowding  and 
rooms  were  recognised  for  sleeping  purposes;  a  f 
obtained  showing  the  increase  in  overcrowding  cas 
when  this  factor  is  apnlied  to  the  District  as 


acc  or  dir  g 
was  much 
an  unsat  is  - 
rooms  used 
o  invest  - 
only  bed- 
actor  was 
es  and, 


number  of  overcrowded  houses  is 
a  more  realistic  picture  of  the 


increase i 
nos  it ion. 


ey 


1S4# 


i.olc 


th( 


vvmcn  gives 


The  total  number  of  houses  "legally"  overcrowded  is 


9D  but  the  cstimat  .d  total 
overcrowding,  is  243. 


of 


oc  tn 


ti  1 

.  -  ^ 


C  1  !I 

r  - *- 


an  d  " mu 


ral " 


General . 


The  housing  position  is  far  from  good,  but,  with  a  dof' 
inite  policy  of  replacement  and  re-  air,  it  can  improved  to 
a  great  ext: nt.  The  rc -housing  of  certain  families  and 
the  provision  of  houses  to  replace  thos  oc c up i  i  under 
licence  is  a  matt  -r  of  urgency  and  the  liability  of  the 
Council  in  this  matter  can  not  be  ov  r looked. 


It  has  been  found  ifficult  to  .vet  r 


'n airs  carried  out 
owins:  to  the  lack  of  labour  and  mat  riels  and  more  difficult 
to  persuade  the  owners  of  property  to  a<zreo  to  do  the 
repairs  when  the  rents  are  at  such  a  low  level-  some  mod¬ 
ification  of  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts  woul  i  gc  far  in  in¬ 
creasing  the  ability  and  willingness  of  the  landlords  to 
carry  out  those  repairs. 

r. 


The  service  of  formal  notices  of  repair  etc.  has.,  had 
to  be  restricted  and  only  works  of  an  urgent  nature  have 
been  pressed  for,  and  these  have  generally  been  carried 
out . 


The  conditions  under  which  some  people  are  living  is 
deplorable  -  temporary  buildings,  nissen  huts,  week-end 
bungalows,  houses  in  a  dangerous  condition  and  acute?  over¬ 
crow  ding  being  some  of  the  more  common  -  and  at  least  $0 
houses  arc  required  at  once  to  re-house  families  living 
under  such  conditions ,  in  addition  to  those  air  - ady  being 
built  which  arc  earmarked  for  agricultural  workers  and 
those  living  in  lodgings  etc.  It  is  an  invidious  task  for 
a  Public  Health  Officer  to  have  to  interview  people  living 
under  such  conditions,  knowing  full  well  that  no  real 


assistance  can  be 


given 


to  them. 


III.  Drain  :/c.  0: 


V 


an 


o 


wage  Disposal. 


A,  House  Drainage. 


Attention  has  b:.cn  confined  mainly  to  the  design  and 
installation  of  schemes  for  individual  houses  in  course  of 
erection  and  to  the  alteration  of  defective  systems  found 
during  the  Rural  Housing  Survey.  14  defective  systems 
have  boon  re-dcsigned  and  the  work  carried  out  and  28 
entirely  new  systems  installed.  In  the  majority  of  cases 
the  septic  tank  system  has  had  to  be  used  owing  to  the  lack 
of  public  sewers  in  the  area;  this  system  is  the  best 
which  can  be  adopted  under  the  circumstances  but  difficulty 
is  experienced  in  many  cases  in -the  disposal  of  the  final 


j.  u  a.  — 

effluent  in  a  satisfactory  manner  owing  to  the  nature  of  the 
subsoil  and  to  the  possibility  of  contaminating  water  courses 


which  arc  used  to  water  cattle, 
septic  tanks  have  been  in  use  for 
been  found  that  the  wull  water  ha 
and  in  some  instances  has 


O 


In  areas  where  several 
period  of  years  it  has 
deteriorated  in  quality 


bee ome  unf it  for  c onsumpt ion . 


During  the  year  the  Council  had  again  to  empty  septic 
tanks  in  the  Rush wick  area  to  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a 
public  nuisance  and  to  try  and  prevent  the  pollution  of  the 
'water  supplies.  Visits  were  paid  at  two  monthly  intervals 

and,  in  all,  43  tanks  were  emptied  serving  140  houses. 


B.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


The  following  conversions  have 

Privy  middens  to  Pail  closets 
Pail  closets  to  W.  C’s. 
Additional  and  new  W.  CDs. 

This  work  has  been  carried  out 
Statutory  Notices. 


been  carried  out:- 

-  10 

-  9 

-  7 

without  the  service  of 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 
Rush wick . 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that,  after  many  years  of 
endeavour,  the  sewerage  scheme  for  this  Parish  has  been 
commenced.  By  the  end  -of  the  year  work  on  the  pumphouse 
had  been  commenced  and  a  length  of  sewer  in  the  flood  area 
completed.  Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in 
obtaining  sufficient  labour  but  very  good  progress  has 
been  maintained  since  the  . ork  started. 


North  Hallow . 


houj 


The  connection  of 
s  to  the  sewerage 


new  council  houses  and  some  private 
s  vs  tern  has  increased  still  more  the 


overloading  of  the  disposal  works  and  difficulty  has  been 


experienced  in  maintaining 
standard.  The  alteration 
plant  has  been  deferred  in 
carried  out  when  the  works 
Lower  Broaihoath  area  but, 
area  is  carried  cut  soon. 


an  effluent  of  a  reasonable 


.rts 


of 


the 


an  1  r  o p  1  a c  cm c n t  of 
the  hope  that  this  could  be 
were  enlarged  to  deal  with  the 
unless  the  sewering  of  this 
it  -will  be  necessary  to  make  some 

of 


provision  for  treating  the  increased  volume  of  sewage  and 
for  desludeing  the  settlement  tanks  in  a  proper  manner 


The  flooding  of  houses  in  the  Moseley  Road  ar  a  ha3 
now  been  abated  by  the  relaying  of  a  combined  sewer  by 
the  County  Council,  this  Council  paying  a  proportion  of 
the  cost. 


C 1  i  f  t  o  n  -on  - T e  me  . 


I  must  draw  attention  again 
proved  moans  of  disposal  for  the 
The  sewers  arc  satisfactory  but 
land  irrigation  is  net  successful 


to  the  need  for  an  im- 
s e wage  from  this  Pa r i s h . 
the  method  of  disposal  by 


bv  the  tenant 


o:r  t  h 


land 


for  the  periodical 


owing  to  lack 
wh o ,  I  un do  r s  t  an  .1 


toi 


area.  As  it  is  intended  to  or. 
the  Parish  it  will  be  necessary 
and  to  arrange  for  the  proper  us 
pollution  of  the  adjoining  wat  r 


of  attention 

,  «...  uld  arrange 

of  a  p-cc  tion  of  the  disposal 

ct  more  Council  houses  in 

to  ins  tal  settling  tanks 

nd  if  serious 
% 


o  of  the  1 
course  is 


to  be  prevented 


Brea  dheath  . 


The  necessity  for  a  sewerage  scheme,  in  this  District 
is  still  very  urgent  as  a  serious  nuisance  is  always  present 
and  abatement  by  any  other  means  is  impossible.  The  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  sewage  from  such  a  scheme  could  be  carried  out 
at  the  Hallow  Disposal  Works  but  these  would  have  to  be 
enlarged  and  modernised  for  the  purpose. 


IV. 


WATER  SttpplY 


Private  Supplies. 


The  chemical  an  1  bacteriological  o 
taken  from  private  supplies  revealed  18 


am in at  ion 
which,  were 


of  23  sampl 
unsatis¬ 


factory.  Attempts  have  been  male  10  improve  the  quality  of 
these  supplies  and,  in  some  instances,  this  has  been  accomp¬ 
lished  but  the  number  of  houses  known  to  have  unsatisfactory 


supplies  wh i c h 
The  majority  of 


do  not  respond  to  treatment  is  increasing, 
these  houses  can  not  be  provided  with  satis¬ 


factory  water  until  the  installation  of  a  public  supply  has 


been  carried  out. 


Pub lie  Supp lies. 


Only  two  'parishes  in  the  District  are  served  by  public 
supplies  and  no  extensions  or  alterations  have  been  carried 
out  during  the  year, 

(a)  Cl  if  ton-on-Teme  .  The  quantity  of  water  pumped 
during  the  year  was  2,608,350  gallons  as  compared 
with  2,306,250  gallons  in  194& » 


The  spring  forming  the  source  of  the  supply  proved 
adequate  and  no  complaints  of  shortage  /.ere 
receive. 1.  Analysis  of  the  water  revealed  that 

it  was  in  all  respects  suitable  for  drinking. 


(b  )  North  Hallow.  The  wat ~r  mains  and  supply  to  this 
Parish  is  controlled  by  the  City  of  Worcester  who 
have  not  allowed  new  connections  to  be  made  in  the 
past  o,;inc  to  an  alleged  shortage  of  .at  r.  During 
the  year  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining 
wat-  r  to  build  Council  Houses  and,  as  a  result,  an 
agreement  was  male  between  the  two  Authorities. 

This  agreement  restricts  the  amount  of  water  to  bo 
supplied  to  56, 000  gal  lots  per  week,  irrespective 


of  the  number  of  pr 
to,  would  result  in 
connections  as  this 
consumption . 


P 

•ill  to 

the  proh 
fiou.ro  w 


3  upp  i 


/* \  ,-Q 
.  ^  U- 


and , 


if 


a, 

bit  ion  of  any  new 
3  based  on  current 


ed 


The  following  are  the  particulars  of 
and  population  supplied  from  public  water 
Parishes  which  have  this  service :- 


th e  dvvo Hi ng -hous e 3 
mains  in  the  t  ./o 


Houses . 

Population. 

North  Hallow. 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses 

77 

290 

(b )  By  stand  pipe 

Nil 

Nil 

Clift on -on -Tome . 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses. 

63 

221 

(b)  By  stand  pipe 

21 

66 

age 


Certain  small  areas  in 
of  potable  water  due  to 


formation . 
building  of 


the  District  suffer  from  a  short- 
their  location  and  to  the  geological 
Difficulty  has  also  been  experienced  in  the 
Council  Houses  in  ce  tain  Parishes  as  the  report 


of  a  geologist  suggested  that  the  sinking 
not  be  successful. 


_  j? 

Ox 


a  bo  r  eh o  1  e  w  on  1  d 


These  cases,  together  with  the  need  for  wat . r  for  anric + 
ultural  purposes  and  the  known  unreliability  of  shallow  wells 
in  time  of  drought,  renders  the  provision  of  piped  water 
supplies  an  urgent  matter.  The  Council  have  instructed  their 
Consulting  Engineer  to,  prepare  a  comprehensive  scheme  of  supply 
and  the  skeleton  scheme  has  boon  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health;  it  is  hoped  that  at  least  a  part  of  this  scheme  may 
be  installed  in  the  very  near  future. 


V .  PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AMD  SALVAC-E  . 

A .  Refuse  Collection. 

The  new  scheme  of  regular  coll  cticn  cf  house  icfuse 
was  commenced  in  February  when  delivery  was  taken  of  a  new 
7  cubic  yard  refuse  collection  vehicle. 


scheme  ensures  fortnightly  collection  of  all  house 
the  built-up  areas  of  5  Parishes  -  North  Hallow, 

L i  gh ,  Br  an  3  f  o r  d  an  d  C 1  i  f  t  o n - s  n  -Tern e ,  the 

July .  Th  „ s  t  imat  cd 

total 


The 

refuse  in 
St.  John  County, 
latter  parish  being  included  as 
number  of  houses  thus  served  is 
number  in  the  District. 


f  r  orn  . 

Qryj  c: 


2 


of 


the 


In  the  remaining  Parishes  incombustible  refuse  only  is 
collected,  the  schem ,  being  put  into  operation  in  August. 
For  this  purpose  an  open  two  ton  tipping  lorry,  manned  by 
two  men,  is  used. 

Owing  to  the  size  of  the  area  and  the  cost  of  the  ser¬ 
vice  generally,  the  periods  set  ween  collections  had  to  be 
greater  than  is  desired  and  these  were  fixed  in  relation  to 
the  density  cf  the  houses.  Of  the  22  Parishes  outside  the 
regular  collection  area,  9  ^;r’c  visited  every  2  months,  9 
every  3  months,  and  the  r  main in g  4  every  4  months. 
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B.  Refuse  Storage. 


In  order  to  reduce  collection  costs 
storage,  the  Council  agreed  to  urchese 
for  resale  to  the  public  at  coat  price  p 
for  cartage  costs.  This  experiment  has 
a  further  supply  of  bins  is  now  on  order 


and  ensure  hygienic 
a  number  of  dustbins 
lus  a  small  addition 
been  successful  and 


C .  Ro fuse  Pi s no s a 1 . 

Six  tips  arc  being  utilised  for  this  purpose  and  an 
attempt  is  being  made  to  practise  controlled  tipping  so  far 
as  is  possibl  with  the  limited  amount  of  labour  available. 
No  complaints  as  to  the  condition  of  the  tips  has  boon 
received. 


D.  Salvage . 


Salvage  is  collected  with  the  house 
al  visits  are  paid  to  shops,  schools,  etc 
Th o  total  am o un t  coll o c t c d  w as  1 c s s  th an 


refuse  and  addition- 
.  when  nc cess  ary , 
expected  and  was 


below  the  amount  normally  rec  ived  from  a  population  of  11,000; 
this  is  probably  due  to  the  infrequency  of  collection  over 
a  largo  part  of  the  District  and  to  the  lack  of  enthusiasm 
by  householders  generally. 


The  following  quantiti 
during  the  year:- 

Waste  paver  -  all  grades 

Bottles  -all  grades 

Bones  - 

Rags  - 

Scrap  metal  -  mixed 


of  salvage  we r 

0  collected 

17  tons  7  cwt . 

-  £113 

10s . 

Od. 

I05C  dozen 

82 

8s  . 

Od. 

OA 

0 

a 

c 4* 

1 

15a. 

Od. 

1  ton 

-  17 

10s. 

Od. 

7  tons  9  cwts. 

34 

'  2s, 

Od.. 

Total 

-  £249 

■5s. 

Od. 

It  is  hoped  to  increase  the  frequenev  of  collection  in 
many  Parishes  when  the  accumulations  of  the  war  y  ars  have 
been  reduced  but,  if  regular  fortnightly  collections  arc  to 
be  made  over  an  extended  area,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  amount  allocated  to  this  service  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  another  vehicle  and  the  employment  of  additional 
labour . 


-  10 


In  order  to  explain  the  system  of  collection,  increase 
the  saving  of  salvage  and  invite  and  reply  to  any  criticisms, 
I  attended  several  Meetings  of  Womens  Institutes  during 
the  year.  These  informal  talks  were  not  confined  to  refuse 
collection  alone  and  I  believe  that  co-operation  with  the 
house-holders  has  been  obtained  by  those  visits  to  the 
benefit  of  the  scheme  generally. 


VI,  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  stored, 
prepared  or  sold  have  been  made  a'ndan  effort  will  be  made 
to  carry  out  a  detailed  survey  of  all  such  promises  at  the 
earliest  opportunity.  Generally  speaking  the  condition 
of  such  premises  is  satisfactory  and  no  legal  enforcement 
of  any  alterations  or  improvements  has  had  to  bo  made. 
Enquiries  into  complaints  of  unsound  food  sold  were  made 
in  two  instances  and  a  few  complaints  by  shopkeepers  as  to 
the  quality  of  food  received  by  thorn  were  investigated 
also . 


Ice-cream. 


Four  applications  for  the  registration  of  premises  for 
the  sale  or  manufacture  of  ice  cream  were  received  and  of 
these  three  'were  granted.  The  premises  in  all  cases  were 
reasonably  suitable  for  this  purpose  and  regular  inspect¬ 
ions  of  them  were  carried  out  during  the;  summer  months. 


Milk  Product  1 o n t 
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to  producers  of  designated 
of  obtaining  licences  but, 
necessary  apparatus,  many 
tst  nding  although  the 
repaired . 


An  a  1 1  emp  t  i 
year,  all  dairies 
pro  due  e  d  but  th i s 
owing  to  lack  of 


s  being  made  to  inspect,  at  least  twice  a 
and  cowsheds  where  undesignated  milk  is 
has  not  been  found  possible  during  1947 


o 
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and  pressure 


of 
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During  the  year  the  following  licences  for  designated 
milk  worc°issucd  by  the  County  Council  to  producers  in  this 


District  : - 

Tuberculin  Tested . 

Combined  Producers  and  bottling  Licences  -  1 

Producers  Licences  only  -  8 

Accredited 

Combine!  Producers  and  Bottling  Licences  -  Z 
Producers  Licences  only  -  9 


The  appointed  day  on  which  the  functions  of  Local 
Authorities  relating  to  milk  production  will  bo  transferred 
to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  not  yet  been  announced. 

During  the  year  ^isht  new  or  remodelled  cowsheds  were 

\_0  J  ' 

built  and  in  practically  ev.ry  case  these  were  designed  by 
this  D ep a r t men t . 


Alleged  Food  Poisoning. 


Three  eases  of  alleged  food  poisoning  f 
wore  reported  in  May  but,  owing  to  an  excess 
time  between  the  illness  and  the  receipt  of 
the  enquiries  were  somewhat  inconclusive. 


rom  one  house 
ive  lapse  of 
the  complaint, 
It  was  thought 


that  chocolates  purchased  by  post  from  London  might  have  been 
the. cause  rnd  enquiries  were  made  in  London  by  the  Authority 
concerned;  samples  of  the  chocolates  wer  .  also  submitted 
for  analysis  to  the  County  Analyst  but,  in  both  instances, 
no  proof  of  any  poisonous  substance  or  bacteria  was  found. 
Further  action  in  the  matter  could  not  be  taken  and,  as  th 
recovery  of  the  patients  was  quick  and  complete,  appeared 


to  be  unnecessary. 


Fool  and  Drugs  Adulteration. 

The  responsibility  for  this  work  rests  with  the 
Worcestershire  County  Council. 


V  1  .L 


GUPFRVISION  OF  WORKPLACES . 


Factories  Act, _ 1937 > 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out 
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Shoos  Act,  193d o 

General  routine  observations  of  these  premises  was 
carried  out  during  the  course  of  other  duties  and  no  action 
was  necessary  in  any  instance. 


Via  I 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Camps  and 


Move ah. 


Dwe  J.  lings 


There  would  appear  to  be  an 
caravan  camping  as  a  holiday  and 
of  sites  used  for  this  mrpose  b* 
The  use  of  week-end  bungalows  an. 
permanent  occupation  is  becoming 
continuing  shortage  of  permanent 
This  problem  has  been  considered 
Rural  District  Council  represent; 
Officer  and  certain  r  ..common da t_< 
the  Joint  County  Rural  Housing  C 


increasing  interest  in 
the  inspection  and  control 
.is  had  bo  be  intensified. 

I  trailer  caravans  for 
a  problem  and  is  due  to  the 
housing  accommodation, 
at  an  informal  meeting  of 
•■'■fives  and  the  County  Planning 
an s  h a v e  been  f o r w a r dc i  to 
anmittce , 


During  the  year  9  licences  wore  issued  authorising 
the  use  of  land  for  movable  dwellings  and  in  one  ease  of 
unauthorised  use  a  movable  dwelling  was  ordered  to  be  removed. 


Ore  licence  for  a  camping  site  for  caravans  was  issued. 


B. 


Hop-pickers . 


Imported  pickers  wore  ho us 
number  resident  in  the  district 
the  Food  Office  was  7,137  of  wh 
were  -children  under  the  age  of 

Some  anxiety  was  felt  rc-ga 
eases  of  poliomyelitis  occurrin 
farms  were  visited  before  the  a 
advice  given  to  the  growers  as 
an  attempt  to  minimise  the  dang 
included  special  care  in  keepin 
ention  of  overcrowding,  and  cou 
and  a  circular  was  issued  on  th 
Officer  of  H  alth  to  all  grower 
sent  to  all  nurses  and  organise 
explaining  the  symptoms  and  the 
fication,  Although  there  were 
necessitated  prompt  action,  orJg 
the  pickers  and  this,  together 
fever,  was  the  extent  of  the  in: 
during  the  picking  season. 

The  general  condition,  of  i 
thought  to  be  a  slight  improvers 
most  notable  improvements  being 
ments  and  the  prior  cleansing  o: 

Three  new  barracks  were  or-, 
experiment  of  using  ex-American 
of  surplus  pickers  on  one  farm  \ 


ed  on  49  farms  and  the  total 
according  to  the  records  of 
ich  approximately  30  per  cent 

10  yc ars , 

r.ling  the  possibility  of 
g  in  the  barracks  and  all 
rrival  of  the  pickers  and 
to  the  measures  to  be  taken in 
cr.  Measures  suggested 
g  the  promises  clean,  pr ov¬ 
ate  rac  ting  the  fly  nuisance, 
esc  lines  by  the  Medical 
3.  In  addition  a  letter  was 
’ s  of  nursing  schemes 
proc  e dure  of  quick  noti- 
scveral  false  alarms  which 
r  one  case  occurred  amongst 
vith  one  case  of  scarlet 
l jetious  disease  cases 


:hc  quarters  was  again 
?.nt  over  previous  y.ars,  the 
in  the  scavenging  arrange- 
c*  the  living  quarters, 

..c  ted  during  the  year  and  an 
Army  tents  in  the  housing 
a  a  s  s  uo  c  e  s  s  f  u  1 . 


One  serious  case  of  contravention  of  the  Byelaws  was 
reported  and,  on  the  instruction  of  the  Council,  the  grower 
concerned  was  prosecuted.  Five  summonses  were  issued  under 
Sections  2  and  3  of  the  byelaws :- 

(l)  for  failing  to  give  28  days  written  notice  of 
intention  to  cr  ct  new  lodgings, 

(2  )  for  failing  to  give  14  days  written  notice  of 
intention  to  use  existing  lodgings 

(3)  for  failing  to  provide  proper  and  sufficient 
-means  of  ventilation  and  lighting  by  natural 

1  ight  in  lodgings 

(4)  for  failing  to  remove  all  accumulations  or 
deposits  of  refuse  etc.  daily  from  land  surr¬ 
ounding  the  lodgings 

(5)  for  failing  to  provide  latrines  of  a  suitable 
type  at  a  rate  of  not  loss  than  one  for  every 
twenty  persons. 

The  defendant  pleaded  guilty  to  charges  numbered  1, 

2,  4  and  5  not  guilty  to  charge  3^  later  changing  his 
plea  to  guilty  on  the  latter  charge.  The  maximum  penalty 
of  £3  was  imposed  on  each  charge  together  with  three  guineas 
costs . 


Owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  better  conditions 
in  the  living  quarters,  due  to  the  inadequate  standards 
laid  down,  certain  additions  and  amendments  to  the  Byelaws 
were  suggested  and  were  being  considered  by  the  Public  Health 
Committee  at  the.  end  of  the  year. 

Visits  were  paid  to  several  barracks  by  a  Representative 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  later  by  a  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Public  Health  Committee  and  recommendations  for  improve¬ 
ments  were  noted  and  will  be  carried  out  before  the  next 
season  commences. 


C .  Damage  by  Flood, 

A  certain  amount  of  damage  to  property  and  household 
goods  was  caused  to  premises  in  the  District  by  the  exten¬ 
sive  floods  of  the  Rivers  Severn  and  Teme  which  occurred 
during  March. 

Inspections  of  between  40  and  ^>0  houses  was  carried  out 
by  the  Housing  Manager  and  myself  regarding  claims  for 
damage,  assistance  in  obtaining  permits  for  new  materials, 
loan  of  equipment  for  drying  out  houses  and  furniture, 
provision  of  cleaning  materials,  soap  etc,  and,  with  the 
kind  co-operation  of  a  hop-grower,  many  articles  of  fur¬ 
niture,  bedding,  etc.  were  removed  for  drying  by  hot  air  in 
a  hop-kiln. 


A  Flood  Relief  Fund  was  opened  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Council  and  assistance  given  to  victims  of  the  flood  from 
this  source 0 


D.  Petrol  Supplies,, 

I  have  continued  to  be  responsible  for  the  Council’s 
bulk  supplies  of  petrol.  The  total  amount  used  for  lorries 
and  plant  during  the  year  was  1,802  gallons,  and  details  of 
the  use  of  this  fuel  are  contained  in  the  monthly  returns 
to  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power, 


E ,  Petroleum  Ac  0 .  1028. 

The  total  number  of  storage  licences  issued  during  the 
year  was  44,  the  gallonage  involved  being  36*300.  Four  new 
licences  were  issued  and  the  siting  and  construction  of  the 
storage  tanks  was  carried  out  under  my  supervision. 
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F,  Rodent  Control. 

Mr.  H.  G.  Dew  was  appointed  Assistant  Rodent  Officer 
to  suceed  Mr.  W.  E.  Musto,  on  1st  February,  1947*  and  the 
work  delegated  to  this  Council  by  the  County  Council 
underthe  Rats  and  Mice  Act,  1919  was  continued  in  accord¬ 
ance  with  the  directions  contained  in  the  Infestation 
Order,  1943. 

The  special  scheme  for  the  treatment  of  Private 
Dwellings  introduced  by  -uhe  Ministry  of  Food  was  adopted 
by  the  Council  in  194&  and  concluded  on  30th  June  1947. 

Under  this  scheme  private  dwellings  were  treated  free  of 
charge,  the  cost  being  borne  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the 
Council  in  the  ratio  of  60  per  cent  and  40  per  cent  respect¬ 
ively.  For  the  remainder  of  the  year  the  original  scheme 
was  reverted  to  whereby  occupants  were  charged  for  the 
treatments  made,  business  premises  being  charged  at  cost 
and  small  dwellings  at  a  reduced  rate. 

The  Council’s  sewers  and  refuse  tips  were  given 
regular  attention  and  no  infestations  were  reported  from  any 
of  these  premises. 

The  number  of  treatments  carried  out  to  the  various 
types  of  premises  ‘were  as  follows 


Type  of  Premises. 


Treatments . 


1.  Private  dwellings 

(a)  Occupiers  liability 

(b)  Under  special  scheme 


113 


128 


2.  Business  Premises 


36 


3.  Sewers. 


2 


4.  Refuse  Tips. 


9 


Total 


2  78 
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